RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
London County Council. He had been a candidate in the Mathematical Tripos when Maxwell was an Examiner, and had so impressed him by the soundness of his work on the physical questions that he made him his Demonstrator. No fees were charged for working in the laboratory. Maxwell's own lectures in the laboratory were not well attended. Indeed, in the last year the class consisted of an American and the eminent physicist who is now Sir Ambrose Fleming. I never heard Maxwell lecture in the laboratory, but I heard him in 1879 give the Rede Lecture in the Senate House on the Telephone. It was in the very early days of the telephone. The working of the telephone was demonstrated by an experiment in which a tune was played in the Geological Museum and heard in the Senate House : the distance between the buildings was less than twenty yards. It was a very pleasant lecture to listen to : there were many instances of that" pawky " humour which flashes out so often in his verses. The Vice-Chancellor was not very happy in proposing the vote of thanks. He said they were much indebted to Professor Maxwell, for he had helped them when they were in a great difficulty. They had asked everyone they could think of to be Rede Lecturer and they had all refused, and he did not know what would have happened if someone at the last moment had not suggested Professor Maxwell.
Maxwell died in 1879 and was succeeded by Lord Rayleigh, who began work in the Lent Term of 1880. The work of the laboratory was much extended; a scheme for instruction to undergraduates both in theoretical and practical work was organised. Glazebrook and Shaw were appointed Demonstrators, and to meet the cost of the apparatus required for these developments, Lord Rayleigh